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that for one person who has read Spenser's Fairy Queen,
ten thousand might easily be found who have read
Paradise Lost. Its popularity has been widespread.
Mr. Mark Pattison and Mr. John Bright54 measure
some ground between them. No other poem can be
mentioned which has so coloured English thought as
Milton's, and yet, according to the French senator55
whom Mr. Arnold has introduced to the plain reader
' Paradise Lost is a false poem, a grotesque poem, a
tiresome poem." It is not easy for those who have a
touch of Milton's temper, though none of his genius,
to listen to this foreign criticism quite coolly.
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